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To:  - 


The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Rural  District  Council  of  Thedwastre. 

Mr*  Chairman,  Ladies  <x  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Sixteenth  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  Thedwastre. 

The  report  has  been  prepared  at  the  instance  of  the  Minister 
of  Health  and  is  in  accordance  with  the  Sanitary  Officers  (outside 
London)  Regulations,  1935?  which  prescribe  the  duties  of  a  medical 
officer  of  health  -  one  of  which  is  to  submit  to  the  Minister  and  the 
Local  Authority  an  annual  report  on  the  sanitary  circumstances  and 
the  vital  statistics  of  the  District,  on  any  other  matters  which  it 
is  desirable  to  report,  or  upon  which  the  Minister  may  require  to 
be  informed® 

In  Circular  No* 1/54?  the  Minister  of  Health  has  asked  for  the 
report  tc  be  prepared  along  these  general  lines  and  the  Miniver 
requested  that  he  should  be  informed  of  the  progress  of  the  clean 
food  campaign. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  report 
each  month  directly  to  the  whole  of  the  Thedwastre  Council,  so  it  may 
seem  that  an  annual  report,  coming  late  in  the  following  year, 
especially  for  so  small  a  District,  is  of  insufficient  importance  to 
warrant  preparation.  Compared  with  large  industrial  authorities, 
with  populations  in  the  several  hundred  thousands,  our  District  of 
8,7 88  population  embracing  twenty  parishes  -  the  largest  Elmswell 
containing  but  317  houses,  five  parishes  with  more  than  220  houses 
but  less  than  300,  six  between  100  and  200  houses,  five  bewteen  50  and 
100  houses  and  three  Gedding  (49)?  Langham  (37)  and  Hunston  (a  more  30 
below  50  houses  -  is  scarcely  noteworthy. 

The  late  Dr.  Alfred  Parkin,  the  honorary  physician  in  whose 
wards  my  medical  clerkship  was  passed,  had  first  obtained  his  F.R.C.S, 
the  specialist  surgeon  qualification,  before  seizing  an  opening  to 
become  a  consultant  physician  and  taking  his  M.R.C.P®  In  the  1914-191 
war  &e  was  naturally  despondant  when  *  with  these  outstanding 
qualifications,  he  saw  his  juniors  placed  in  charge  of  military 
hospital  wards,  whilst  he  was  allocated  to  composing  and  prescribing 
patients’  diet  sheets®  One  day,  however,  he  stopped  in  his  walk  home? 
banished  his  frustration  and  restored  his  enthusiasm  by  telling 
himself  that  he  knew  he  was  making  a  good  job  of  these  diet  sheets  and 
who  could  tell,  he  was  probably  doing  more  to  win  the  war  than  field- 
marshals  who  took  disci sions  to  make  an  advance  of  a  few  hundred  feet 
in  Flanders  mud  at  the  cost  of  thousands  of  lives. 

The  Thedwastre  Council  may  not  appear  to  be  looking  after  the 
interests  of  an  outstanding  group  of  people  but,  just  as  infantry 
privates  are  necessary  to  the  works  of  Churchill’s  and  Montgomery's, 
so  the  activities  of  our  inhabitants  and  those  of  similar  areas  are 
indispensable  to  the  more  major  areas  and  the  country  at  large®  The 
rest  of  humanity  is  very  indebted  to  agricultural  enterprise. 

The  Rector  said  to  the  agricultural  labourer  "The  Almighty 
and  you  have  done  agood  job  of  work  with  that  bit  of  spare  land.1' 
"Yes",  replied  the  labourer  "and  do  you  remember  what  a  mess  it  was 
in  when  the  Almighty  was  managing  it  on  his  own  ?'*.  Both  of  course 
were  speaking  the  truth. 
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The  phrase  "You  cannot  "better  nature’1  is  surely  outdated,  for  all 
agriculture  nowadays  is  an  attempt  to  wring  "bigger  and  "better  crops  from 
the  soil  -  to  produce  more  and  "better  animals.  Our  population  is  engaged 
in  this  task  and  it  is  a  work  in  which  labour  and  science  play  active  parts® 
It  is  well  to  remember  that  not  merely  does  the  present  feeding  of  the 
nation,  but  also,  some  allege,  iDOssibly  the  very  future  exi stance  of  our 
land  depend  on  the  efforts  of  the  humble  people  who  are  the  farmers  and 
agricultural  workers  of  our  and  similar  Districts* 

Whether  in  this  climate  and  with  our  strata,  soil  erosion  can  turn 
our  country  into  desert,  must  be  a  concern  to  those  qualified  to  ftudge  - 
for  my  part  there  is  realisation  that  so  much  is  taken  from  the  soil  each 
year  which  is  not  returned  as  in  nature,  that  scientific  assessment  of 
the  quality  of  the  soil  is  a  constant  and  recurring  necessity  to  point  to 
the  elements  necessary  for  replenishment.  This  is  a  necessity  and  a  duty 
well  recognised  by  our  agriculturalists,, 

The  great  increase  in  recent  years  of  insecticides,  often  now  as  aerial 
sprays,  has  appeared  a  necessity  to  maintain  output  to  cope  with  the  world’ t- 
increasing  population  -  standards  rise  throughout  the  world  which 
inevitably  means  that  more  dependance  must  be  put  upon  our  own  production  - 
but  these  insecticides  -  DDT,  chlorinated  naphthalenes,  organic  phosphous 
compounds,  etc.  -  require  an  understanding  and  skill  in  use  if  the  balance 
of  insect,  bird  and  other  animal  life  is  not  to  be  unjustly  disturbed  and 
if  ailments  and  diseases,  some  hitherto  'unrecognised  or  non-existant,  are 
not  to  gain  widespread  establishment  in  the  human  race.  Our  agriculturalists 
are  giving  great  consideration  to  avoid  this  danger® 

This  report  then  is  not  merely  on  a  small  insignif icant  District  -  it 
is  part  of  the  picture  which  the  Minister  of  Health  obtains  of  the  health 
conditions  of  a  most  important  industry  -  it  is  not  a  report  on  a 
relative], y  lew  unchanged  and  unchanging  agricultural  acres  -  it  is  on  part 
of  a  3tf±tal,  progressive,  essential,  process  -  not  of  Thedwastre,  nor  of 
its  industry,  is  it  true  that  ’’The  thing  that  hath  been, it  is  that  which 
shall  be;  and  that  which  is  done  is  that  which  shall  be  done  and  there  is 
no  n^w  thing  under  the  sun.” 

This  report,  therefore,  is  presented,  not  merely  for  the  very  good 
reason  that  Ministerial  grant  has  already  paid  for  it,  but  in  the 
knowledge  that  "the  King  himself  is  served  by  the  field”  and  never, 
perhaps,  better  than  now  -  the  conditions  of  the  field  worker  well  merit 
the  attention  of  the  nation's  health  service  leader* 


What  then  was  the  situation  in  Thedwastre  during  1953  ?  The  report 
describes  this  in  figures,  but  a  few  comments  here  may  help  those  to  whom 
statistics  alone  convey  an  incomplete  picture® 

Full  employment  was  maintained  in  Thedwastre  during  1953  -  virtually 
no  unemployment  existed  and  the  District  made  its  full  contribution  in 
agricultural  produce  notably  sugar  beet,  grain  especially  barley,  milk, 
beef  and  bacon.  As  in  1952  the  number  of  pigs  dealt  with  at  the 
St.  Edmundsbury  Co-operative  Bacon  Factory  at  Elmswell  was  between ? 110  and 
120  thousand  -  about  3&0  for  every  day  of  the  year,  except  Sundays.’ I 


these  later 


Suffolk. 


This  full  employment  was  reflected  in  that  the  numbers  seeking  National 
Assistance  from  our  District  were  almost  entirely  restricted  to  old  age 
pensioners  and  persons  physically  or  mentally  ill.  Such  o 
who  did  apply  were  comparable  in  number  to  the  other  areas  of  West 
Mention  of  thene  persons  reminds  not  merely  of  the  efficiency  and 
consideration  of  Mr.  Mao  Conville,  the  Boards  Area  Officer,  and  his  Staff, 
but  also  to  the  work  and  co-operation  of  the  Welfare  Officers  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  D.  A.  McCracken,  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health® 

The  Welfare  Officers  after  the  use  of  services  available  to  old  people 
(home  nursing,  otc0)  have  on  occasion  persuaded  old  persons  to  enter 
St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  where  Dr.  W.  Gordon  and  Staff  have 
done  everything  possible  to  restore,  prolong  and  maintain  active  and 
happy  life.  In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  invoke  Section  47  of  the 
National  Assistance  net,  194Ss  for  compulsory  removal  to  hospital.  My 
best  thanks  are  due  and  offered  to  Dr.  McCracken  for  his  help,  personally, 
and  through  theso-  Officers  and  other  members  of  his  staff,  in  these  and 
many  other  public  health  matters  throughout  the  year. 
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The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  are  in  general  very  satisfactory, hut 
the  fall  in  population  (92  persons),  small  as  it  was,  is  nevertheless,  a 
1/7  drop.-  '  As  the  births  (162),  fortunately,  exceeded  the  deaths  (101) 
by  51  it  appears  that  142  persons  more  left  the  District  than  entered  it. 
Page  5  indicates  that  the  1953  population  of  8,763  was  260  more  than  that 
of  1919  and  is  an  increase  of  1,100  on  the  population  of  1937. 

If  this  were  the  whole  story  little  concern  need  exist,  but  the  population 
must  be  considered  not  merely  by  number  but  also  by  age  composition. 

The  Comparability  Factors  (Births  1.15  and  Deaths,  0.77)  indicate  this 
composition,  so  that  although  satisfaction  can  be  felt  that  so  large  a 
proportion  of  our  population  reached  advanced  age  before  decease,  (See 
ringed  diagram,  'page  4) 9  this  satisfaction  is  tempered  by  the  knowledge 
that  a  high  proportion  are  now  at  or  nearing  advanced  age. 

The  annual  Birth  Rates  recorded  on  page  5  show  the  lowest  numbers  in 
1923  to  1941;  so  that  our  population  now  has  less  young  persons  between 
the  ages  of  13  to  26  years  -  whilst  those  who  now  are  32  years  old  or  more 
(who  in  1939  were  18  or  more)  were  depleted  by  the  Second  World  War. 
Realisation  from  these  facts  that  those  of  child-bearing  age  are  depleted 
gives  more  satisfaction  to  the  maintenance  of  our  Crude  Birth  Rate  13.4 
well  above  that  of  England  and  Wales  15 .5# as  also  to  the  fact  that  only 
two  children  under  one  month  of  age  died  and  no  other  death  occurred  under 
age  39  years. 


A  description  and  a  map  in  illustration  has  been  given  of  the 
Comprehensive  Water  Scheme.  It  is  stressed  that  this  is  a  dual  venture 
with  the  Thingoe  R.D.C.  -  study  of  the  map  will  show  that  much  work  had  to 
progress , unseen  by  our  residents, on  reservoirs,  trunk  mains  and  pumping 
stations  before  obvious  progress  could  be  shown  in  Thedwastre. 

By  the  end  of  1953  there  were  137  of  all  our  houses  making  use  of  the 
piped  supply  -  a  percentage  which  will  speedily  increase  to  approach  those 
of  Thingoe  40/,  Cosford  60/  and  Mildenhall  83'  .  Meanwhile  whilst  appreciate 
ing  the  great  benefit  conferred  on  the  13/  and  anticipating  further 
improvements  therefrom  to  food  premises,  to  public  houses  and  to  schools, 
where  teaching  of  the  rudiments  of  modern  hygiene  can  now  be  a  practical 
rather  than  a  theorectical  lesson ,we  must  realise  that  the  low  percentage 
now  served  is  indicative  of  a  high  percentage  v/ho  still  rely  on  wells  for 
their  water  supply,  with  considerable  risk  as  the  58  unsatisfactory  to 
51  satisfactory  bacteriological  reports  show. 

The  extension  of  the  water  scheme  will  bring  its  problems  and  its 
opportunities  with  regard  to  sev/age  disposal  and  the  Council  has  already 
taken  steps  to  anticipate  these  problems. 


Possibly  the  greatest  single  problem  District  Councils  have  had  to 
grapple  with  has  been  that  of  Housing  -  the  Thedwastre  Council’s  record 
in  this  respect  from  many  years  pre-war  as  since,  through  the  Housing 
Committee  under  Mr.  Flowerdew’ s  chairmanship,  is  one  deserving  high 
commendation  -  it  started  in  advance  of  Government  provision  and  it  has 

the  extent  of  Government  allocation  of 


maintained  its  rate  limited  only  by 
quota  of  houses  allowed  to  be  built 


Year. 

Applicants 

Council 

Remaining 

Houses 

30. ix.54. 

Built  in  year 

1954. 

58 

9 

• 

1953* 

57 

24 

1952. 

28 

22 

1951. 

19 

13 

1950. 

16 

26 

1949. 

16 

60 

1940. 

8 

47 

1947. 

10 

37 

1946. 

12 

13 

1945. 

6 

1944. 

1 

) 

1943. 

1 

)  Total 

1942. 

1 

J  War- 

1941. 

1 

)  time 

1940. 

Nil 

)  ^ 

1939* 

6 

49 

1930. 

2 

64 

1937* 

2 

35 

Total:  244 


Page  3  indicates  that  of  all 
Thedwastre  houses  21/  are  Council 
houses  -  there  are  66.8  Council  houses 
in  our  District  for  each  1000  persons 
in  the  population.  The  figures  for 
Thingoe  17/*  48.8,  Cosford  157?  54*8 
and  Mildenhall  137?  25.4  do  not  reach 
to  these  levels.  There  is,  however,  no 
place  for  complacency  as  our  waiting 
list  of  244?  as  now  analysed 
demonstrates.  The  table  is  of  the 
number  of  families  remaining  as  active 
applicants  for  Council  houses  in 
Thedwastre  as  at  September  30th, 1954? 
as  indicated  by  the  year  of  their 
application  for  a  Council  house. 

The  table  shows  also  the  number  of 
Council  houses  built  each  year  since 
1937.  Such  a  list  makes  the  number  of 
Council  houses  built  a  mockery  to  the 
hopes  of  the  outstanding  applicants  and 
any  efforts,  ideas  or  instruments  of 
legislation  which  will  offer  hope  of 
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tackling  the  problem  from  any  more  angles  are  especially  welcome. 

Such  a  new  means  is  suggested  to  he  found  in  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Ret,  1954?  which  came  into  operation  on  30th  August,  1954,  and 
provides  amending  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts  relating  to  the  clearance, 
redevelopment  and  reconditioning  of  unfit  houses,  provisions  relating  to 
the  new  repairs  increases  in  respect  of  controlled  dwelling  houses  and 
other  amendments  of  thu  Rent  Acts,  etc.,  together  with  miscellaneous  and 
general  provisions. 

The  Act  is  to  implement  the  proposals  made  in  the  Government  White  Paper 
’'Houses  -  the  Next  Step5'  and  inter  alia  the  Council  is  required  by  the 
30th  August,  1955?  to  submit  for  the  Minister’s  approval  its  proposals  for 
dealing  with  houses  in  the  area  unfit  for  habitation  which  should  be 
demolished.  An  estimate  is  required  of  the  total  number  of  unfit  houses  in 
the  Council’s  area  and  the  period  the  Council  thinks  it  will  need  to  secure 
the  demolition  of  all  these  houses  together  with  the  Counci] ’ s  programme 
of  action  in  relation  to  these  houses  during  the  next  five  years. 

Doubtless  these  figures  and  proposals  will  be  forthcoming  -  in  the  meantime 
the  Council  has  now  been  shown  the  number  of  houses  built  during  each  of 
the  past  17  years  and  the  extent  of  the  present  waiting  list, to  which  can 
now  be  added  that,  as  reported  in  my  1945  Annual  Report,  the  ’’Hobhouse 
Survey”,  completed  in  that  year,  led  to  the  assessment  that  the  immediate 
housing  requirements  of  Thedwastre  were  then  476  houses  and  that  the  Ten 
Year  Programme  from  that  date  should  be  aimed  to  build  600  houses. 

In  approximately  9  years  since  then  (1946  to  30.ix.54)  there  have  been 
built  285  Council  houses. 

Infectious  Diseases  during  1953  were  again  very  few  throughout 
Thedwastre,  as  can  be  judged  by  the  comparisons  possible  on  page  3* 

Measles  15  cases.  Whooping  Cough  3?  Infective  Hepatitis  7?  together  with 
one  pulmonary  and  one  non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  case  completed  the  list. 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  cases  in  the  District  at  the  end  of  the  year 
equalled  2.05  per  1000  population  -  non-pulmonary  1.59  per  1000  population. 

Eefore  touching  upon  sanitary  matters  more  particularly  in  the  scope  of 
Mr.  Wyatt  and  Mr.  Flack,  your  Sanitary  Inspectors,  it  may  be  permissible  to 
note  that  their  work  is  far  from  statically  defined,  as  is  exemplified  by 
the  following  summary  of  new  national  legislation  which  required  note  and 
attention  in  1953:- 

3  Acts  -  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953* 

Slaughter  of  Animals  (Pigs)  Act,  1953* 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1953 • 

28  Orders  -  dealing  with  parrot  disease  and  importation  restrictions 

upon  certain  birds;  canned  fruit  and  vegetables;  meat  products; 
offals;  food  standards  and  labelling;  ice-cream,  cream  and  use 
of  milk;  preserves;  soft  drinks,  flour  and  bread;  saccharin 
tablets  and  artificial  sweetenings;  salvaged  goods;  building 
extension  bye-laws. 

15  Regulations  and  other  Circulars  -  dealing  with  condensed  milk; 

preservatives  in  food;  milk  (Special  designations)  -  pasteurised 
and  sterilised  milk;  milk  and  dairies;  clean  catering;  disposal 
of  unfit  meat  and  offal. 

Much  of  the  time  of  Mr.  Wyatt  and  Mr.  Flack,  as  sanitary  inspectors, 
(they  are  also  surveyors)  is  spent  in  the  Bacon  Factory  at  Elmswell,  where 
in  1953  they  inspected  the  equivalent  of  360  pigs  for  every  day  in  the  year, 
except  Sundays.  The  public  health  value  of  this  work  can  be  gauged  by  the 
figures  recorded  that  3*2/?  of  all  the  pigs  inspected  were  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuberculosis  and  3*9?  were  affected  with  Tuberculosis. 
Meat  Inspection  will  continue  to  fill  a  no  less  part  of  their  time  as  the 
decontrol  of  meat  marketing  in  July  1954  restored  to  butchers  and  whole¬ 
salers  their  pre-war  trading  activities.  The  work  at  the  Bacon  Factory 
will  not  be  lessened  thereby  ©  Whilst  many  butchers  will  still  buy  their 
meat  from  the  hook  rather  than  the  hoof,  a  certain  number  of  slaughter 
houses  will  be  opened  in  the  District  and  efforts  will  be  made  to  maintain 
a  satisfactory  standard  of  hygiene  and  inspection  at  these  premises. 

Bacon  and  meat  are  by  no  means  the  only  foodstuffs  safeguarded  for  the 
public  by  the  sanitary  inspectors  -  a  list  of  miscellaneous  foodstuffs 
voluntarily  surrendered  as  being  unsound  or  unfit  for  human  consumption  is 
included.  Shopkeepers  of  the  District  are  to  be  commended  for  the 
promptitude  with  which  they  refer  all  doubtful  quality  food  for  the  opinion 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  as  for  their  co-operation  in  the  display  of 
notices  to  keep  dogs  out  of  food  shops. 
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The  types  of  the  62  shops  associated  with  food  are  listed  on  page  12  - 
to  the  milk  shop  proprietors  can  also  he  added  the  milk  roundsmen  in 
complimenting  them  on  how  very  few  have  been  the  causes  for  complaint  by 
the  public  during  1953  cither  of  sour  milk,  dirty  bottles  or  other  matters. 
Hdthert o  in  the  absence  of  a  piped  water  supply,  bre?/ers  and  public  house 
tenants  have  been  at  a  disadvantage  in  maintaining  hygieni©  conditions  - 
in  the  main  they  have  coped  well  -  but  it  is  gratifying  to  find  the  brewers 
and  tenant  proving  most  co-operative  in  improving  facilities  as  public 
services  extend® 

The  foregoing  will  illustrate  that  the  Clean  Pood  Campaign  has  not  been 
neglected,  although  our  District  does  not  lend  itself  to  mass  lectures  to 
food  handlers,  sound  films,  demonstrations,  Clean  Pood  Trader's  Guilds  and 
other  measures  applicable  to  urban  areas •  Much  work  and  thought  have  been 

devoted  to  individual  approach  and  the  response  has  always  been  co-operative 
In  this  work  of  spreading  the  ideal  of  safe  handling,  storage  and 
preparation  of  food,  the  officials  are  by  no  means  alone  -  much  stimulus 
has  come  from  the  housewife,  the  Women's  Institutes  and  the  public  generally 
the  further  aid  of  the  new  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  is  now  imminent. 

The  brief  notes  with  regard  to  Public  Cleansing,  on  page  10,  should 
prove  interesting  far  beyond  our  boundaries  -  many  authorities  have  much 
trouble  oven  to  settle  whether  tenant  or  landlord  shall  provide  the  dustbin; 
this  difficulty  has  not  proved  a  major  obstacle  in  Thedwastre.  So  many 
other  authorities  receive  complaints  of  the  rough  handling  meted  out  by 
their  staff  to  dustbins  that  the  longevity  of  the  Thedwastre  dustbins  can 
be  noted  as  a  tribute  to  Mr.  A.  Norman  and  Mr.  C.  Mead,  the  driver  and  mate 
of  the  refuse  vehicle,  who,  whilst  rendering  a  valuable  Public  health 
Service  do  a  good  job  well. 

Tnis  report  could  not  have  been  compiled  without  the  assistance  of 
Mr.  Wild on,  your  Clerk,  and  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  -  I  acknowledge, 
with  thanks,  my  indebtedness  to  them  for  this  and  for  their  willing 
co-operation  throughout  the  year,  as  that  also  of  Major  Coates,  the 
Council's  Architect,  and  Mr.  Cushing,  the  Housing  Supervisor. 

The  Chairmanship  of  the  Council  changed  during  1953  when  Alderman  C.  P. 
Daking  gave  place  to  Major  T.  L.  Dearbergh.  1953  was  to  prove  the  last 
full  year  of  Alderman  Daking’ s  full  life  of  public  service  -  rry  debt  to 
him,  through  many  years  and  especially  at  times  of  stress,  such  as  the 
Rattlesden  Typhoid  outbreak,  is  very  great.  His  vast  experience,  including 
Croat  ’War  service,  slumps  and  prosperity  in  farming  and  personal 
bereavements,  had  given  him  a  valuable  asset  which  he  was  most  willing  to 
share  when  difficulty  presented  -  he  was  indeed  my  friend  and  I  greatly 
respect  him. 

To  you  Mr.  Chairman  for  your  kind  consideration,  to  Mr.  Plowerdew, 
your  Deputy  -  (the  previous  Chairman,  happily  still  enthusiastically 
active  with  the  Council)  -  and  to  all  members  of  the  Council  I  extend  my 
sincere  thanks  for  their  understanding  interest  and  helpful  support 
throughout  yet  another  year. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


ROBERT  H.  CLAYTON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Robert  H.  Clayton, M.B. ,B. S. ,B.Hy. ,D, P. H( Durham) 
Cert.  Mental  Deficiency  and  Allied  Subjects  (London) , appointed  1st  July, 
19360  This  Officer  does  not  engage  in  private  practice  but  holds  in 
addition  the  following  appointments: - 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, Newmarket  U, D. C,Mildenhall  R.D.C, Thingoe  R.D.C, 
Appointed  1st  July, 1936,  Cosford  R.D.C. , Appointed  Eebruaiy  1937* 

("5)  Sanitary  Inspector,  Oswald  J.  Wyatt, M.  S.  I. A® , A. R.  San. I . , Meat  Cert.R.S.I®, 
Appointed  June  2nd, 1930, also  Building  Surveyor. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  P. M. Flack, M. S. I . A. ,Moat  Cort.R.S.I., 
Appointed  April  2nd,  1951° 
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SECTION  At 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA. 


I.  GENERAL  STATISTICS.  Area 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the 
resident  population 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of 
year  according  to  Rate  Book  . . 

Rateable  Value  ..  .♦ 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


.  .  . 

•  34,126  acres. 

mi. 

8,788 

(1952) 

(8,880) 

(8,719! 

2,801 

(2,786) 

(2,789) 

£31,312 

(£30,647) 

o' 

C\J 

1 — 1 
cs 

cs> 

CO 

£127 

(£122) 

(£120) 

2.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


hive  Births. 

Total 

1953(1952) 

(1951) 

Male. 

1953(1952) (1951) 

Female. 

1953(l952)(195l) 

Legitimate 

152 

(159) 

(146) 

79 

(801 

(76 

73 

(79) 

(70 

Illegitimate 

10 

(6) 

(7) 

5 

(3) 

(4) 

5 

(3) 

(3) 

stillbirths. 

Legitimate 

2 

(2) 

(4) 

1 

a) 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

(3) 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

(Nil) 

(1) 

Nil 

(Nil) 

(Nil) 

Nil 

(Nil) 

(1) 

Deaths. 

101 

(101) 

(125) 

46 

(57) 

(67) 

55 

(44) 

(58) 

Deaths  under  1  Year.  2 

(6) 

(4) 

2 

(2) 

(3) 

Nil 

(4) 

(1) 

Thedwastre.  England  &  Wales* 


1953 

(1932) (1331) 

1953 

(1932) 

1951) 

Birth  Rate.  (Live  Births  per 

18.4 

(18.6X17.5) 

15.5 

(15.3) 

(15.5) 

1000  population.) 


Comparability  Factor.  (Births)  1.15  (1.15)(l«15) 
Thedwastre 


The  Corrected  Birth  Rate  21.2 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1000  0.23 

population. 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1000  12.2 

(Live  &  Still)  Births. 

Death  Rate  per  1000  11.5 

population. 

Comparability  Factor  (Deaths)  0.77 

Corrected  Death  Rate  8.8 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year. 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births.  12.3 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  6.6 

legitimate  births. 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  100.0 

illegitimate  births. 


( 21.4) ( 20.2) 
(0.23) (0.58) 

0.35 

(0.35X0.36) 

(12.0)(31. 6) 

22.4 

(22.6)  (-) 

(11.4X14.3) 

11.4 

(11.3X12.5) 

(0.77)(0.77) 
(8.8)  (11.0) 

(36.6) ( 26.1) 

26.8 

(27.6X29.6) 

37.7  27.2 

- 

(-)  (-) 

(Nil)  (Nil) 

- 

(-)  (-) 

The  two  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were  of  male -chilclren,  (one 
legitimate),  who  both  died  under  four  weeks  of  a ge:~ 

Male,  7  hours.  Prematurity  (28  weeks  gestation). 

Male,  2  weeks.  Broncho-pneumonia. 

The  next  youngest  male  death  was  at  age  43  years  -  the  youngest  female  death 
was  at  age  39  years. 

The  ringed  diagrams  show  that  three-quarters  of  the  total  numbers  of  deaths 
were  attributed  to  the  three  causes,  Heart  Disease,  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
and  Cancer  and  that  95#  of  deaths  occurred  after  age  45  years. 

45#  of  all  deaths  occurred  at  age  75  years  or  over  -  as  usual  more  ladies 
survived  to  this  age;  there  being  5  female  to  4  male  deaths  over  this  age. 

'he  oldest  female,  however,  was  93?  whilst  the  eldest  male  was  95  years  old. 


x  See  Page  4. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  causes  and  the  number  of  deaths  occurring 
at  the  various  ago  groups.  The  totals  correspond  with  the  Registrar 
Gene  r al  s  f i gur e  s , 

As  in  last  year’s  report  the  deaths  have  been  classified  to  conform 
with  implementation  of  the  for Id  Health  Organisation  Nomenclature 
Regulations*,  1948  -  these  regulations  being  set  out  on  pages  371-376  of  the 
International  Statistical  Classification  of  Diseases-,  Injuries  and  Causes 
of  Death. 


CAUSDS  OP  DEATH.  Deaths  at  the  sub-joined  ages  of  ’’RESIDENTS” 
_ _  whether  occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District. 


M  =  Male 

P  =  Female. 
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9,  Other  Infective  & 
parasitic  diseases. 

M.  P. 

M.  P. 

M.  P. 

Mo  P. 

M.  P. 

M.  P. 

M.  F. 

“  ~ 

M.  F.  Mo  P, 

-  -  A  - 

10 o  Malignant  neoplasm* 
Stomach , 

-  -  i  - 

p]_#  Malignant  neoplasm* 
Lungg  Bronchus. 

-  _ 

- 

-  - 

1  - 

1  - 

2  - 

-j  p  Malignant  neoplasm* 
i‘^  Breast. 

— - , - 

-  i  !  -  - 

-  - 

-  1 

-■I  Other  malignant  & 

^ lymphatic  neoplasms. 

_  _ 

-  1 

2  1  1  2  3 

2  2 

6  7 

17  Vascular  lesions  of 
x > •  nervous  system. 

1 

1 

5  7 

7  ll 

]A  Coronary  Disease* 

*  Angina. 

r 

2  1:23 

5  2 

9  6 

1 q  Hypertension  with 
heart  disease. 

) 

....  L  

-  1 

20o  Other  heart  disease. 

-  2 

1  6 

6  8 

7  16 

Other  circulatory 
disease. 

i  r  -  -  - 

-  —  - 

-  - 

—  — 

-  1 

.  i 

1  1 

-  1 

1  3 

23 *  Pneumonia. 

1  - 

—  — 

—  - 

1  -  1 

—  - 

2  - 

24.  Bronchitis. 

1 

.  j 

1  “ 

1  - 

2^  Other  diseases  of 
respiratory  system. 

-  - 

1 

"1 

28.  Nephritis  <1  Nephrosis 

H 

-  ■  --  -  - 

-  i 

...   ..! 

T  1 

1  ~ 

I 

—  _  1 

—  — 

1  1 

32 6  Other  defined  & 

ill-defined  diseases 

1  - 

- 

-  | 

2  1 

-  - 

2  4 

5  5 

34.  All  other  accidents. 

—  — 

1 

1  1 

i 

1  1 

—  - 

2  2 

35 «  Suicide. 

-  -  j 

-  ■  1 

i 

1  - 

. t- 

-  1 

J- 

~  1 

1  1 

Total:  Males 

2  - 

1 

1  - 

12  -111  - 

20  - 

46  - 

Females 

! 

-  - 

i 

-  2 

-  Ill  -  17 

- - '--■==L=X 
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-  55 
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11.5  PER  1000  POPULATION, 


The  Birth  Bate  , 
resident  population 
below:  - 


Death  Rnte#  and  the  Registrar’s  estimate  of  the 
of  Thedwastre  for  the  years  1919  to  1953  are  set  out 


THUD'  rA 

STR7:  R.D. 

Year, 

Population 

Birth 

Crude  Death 

Rate© 

Rate. 

1919 

8,528 

2.0  0  5 

13,9 

1920 

8,513 

23  ©  5 

10,7 

1921 

8,420 

22o2 

10.4 

1922 

8,493 

21.8 

12.6 

1923 

8,14.80 

18,6 

14.6 

1924 

8,463 

16.0 

11.5 

1925 

8 , 460 

17.0 

12.3 

1926 

3,197 

15.1 

12.1 

1927 

8,301 

14. 8 

14 » 3 

1928 

8,372 

12,3 

13.6 

1929 

8,393 

16.0 

11.7 

1930 

8,040 

12.9 

11.3 

1931 

8,031 

13*7 

15.8 

1932 

8,000 

13.9 

13.6 

1933 

7,358 

13.0 

16  •  8 

1934 

7,820 

12.7 

11.8 

1935 

7,749 

13.7 

11.4 

1936 

7,714 

13o9 

13*5 

1937 

7,638 

14®  4 

13.2 

1938 

7,691 

14  0  8 

10.3 

1939 

7,724 

14.1 

12.5 

1940 

8,851 

12.3 

14,9 

1941 

9.525 

13.0 

11.9 

1942 

9.052 

16  0  8 

13  . 1 

1943 

3,713 

16.5 

14.9 

1944 

8,342 

21.1 

12,6 

1945 

8,150 

19.4 

15.3 

1946 

3,180 

18.1 

11.9 

1947 

3,199 

18.3 

15*2 

1943 

8,524 

18.9 

12.0 

1949 

8 , 618 

16©  8 

13.7 

1950 

8,654 

17.6 

12.9 

1951 

8,719 

17o5 

14.3 

1952 

8c  830 

✓ 

18,6 

11.4 

1953 

3,738 

18.4 

11.5 
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SECTION _ B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


(a)  LABORATORY  FAC IL I T I E S .  The  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge,  under  the  directorship  of  Dr.  R.  M.  Pry, 
provides  an  excellent  bacteriological  service  and  most  readily  discusses  and 
advises  on  any  epidemiological  or  similar  problem. 

Dr.  S.  Greenburgh,  Public  Analyst,  Tenison  Road,  Cambridge,  gives  a 
similar,  efficient,  helpful  service  when  chemical  analyses  are  required. 

(h)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES.  The  agency  with  the  Suffolk  Branch  of  the  Red 
Cross  Society  terminated  at  the  request  of  the  Society  in  July  1953.  The 
serv:  ces  subsequently  have  been  provided  directly  by  the  County  Council 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  D.  A.  McCracken,  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Heal ch . 

(c)  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME.  The  West  Suffolk  County  Council  District 
Nurse-Midwives  carry  out  these  duties. 

(d)  CLINICS  iiND  TREATMENT  CENTRES.  These  are  not  the  responsibility  of 
the  Rural  District  Council. 


(e)  HOSPITALS.  The  use  of  hospitals  by  Thedwastre  residents  is  indicated 
by  the  following  information  with  regard  to  live  births  and  deaths. 

Of  the  162  Live  Births,  69  (43/0  took  place  at  the  resident’s  home  in 
Thedwastre  -  the  remaining  93  were  almost  all  births  in  hospital  at  Bury  St. 
Edmunds » 


65  of  the  101  deaths  of  Thedwastre  Residents  in  1953  occurred  at  their 
own  homes  in  Thedwastre.  The  remaining  36  occurred  in  hospitals  as  follows: 

16  West  Suffolk  General  Hospital,  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 

14  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 

3  Walnuttree  Hospital,  Sudbury. 

1  Cuckfield  Hospital,  Cuckfield. 

1  Rob  Roy  Nursing  Home,  Gt.  Malvern. 

1  Addenbrooke’ s  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA . 


1.  (i)  WATER.  As  anticipated  in  last  Year’s  Annual  Report,  1953  saw  the 
completion  of  the  whole  of  Stage  I  development  of  the  Council’s 
Comprehensive  Water  Scheme,  i.e.  reservoirs,  trunk  mains  and  pumping  station 


Contracts  for  distribution  mains  laying  in  Stage  2  were  made  and  a 
considerable  proportion  completed  by  December  as  is  shown  in  the  map 
provided  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

In  1951  Trunk  Mains  totalling  36.1674  miles  and  Distribution  Mains 
totalling  15.10  miles  were  completed. 

In  1952  Trunk  Mains  totalling  4*069  miles  and  Distribution  Mains 
totalling  6.683  miles  were  completed. 

Du: ing  1953  the  following  20.12  miles  of  mains  were  laid. 
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It  will  be  noted 

that 

the  main 

s  referred  to  above  are 

partly  in  Thingoe 

and  partly  in  Thedwastre  -  they  represent  the  total  laid  in  the  Comprohensiv 
Scheme  which  is  a  joint  venture  of  the  two  Authorities. 


. 


. 
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The  number  of  houses  with  a  public  piped  water  supply  in  our  District  is 
indicated  in  the  following  table:- 


HOUSES  SUPPLIED  BY  E1TD  OP  YEAR. 


parish*. 


1951 


In  House. 


El 


Stand- 

Pipe. 


1952. 


In  House 4 Stand- 
Pipe. 


1953. 


In  House 


Stand- 

Pipe. 


T-G7 


1953. 


Total 

House 


m 


Parish. 


Water 


m 

Home 


Stand- 

Pipes. 


/iShfioid  Gt 


T8~Tl6 


8 


"Badwell  Ash, 


'Slmswell 


10T10 


Gedding. 
Huns  ton. 


4(4 
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‘Rickinghall 


1  (1 

1O1I 
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-ZTT- 

131 


1  1 
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10  110 


Wattisf iolq 


58T28 


35. 121 


8 

T 
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11 


6T1 


IT 
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2F5 


28 
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JL 


3 


Woolpit 


30  (30 


4 


4  (47 


69  (11 


79  (59) 


12 


196(117)  42(30) 


315(119)60  (18): 


The  figures  in  brackets  indicate  the  houses  supplied  for  the  first  time  in 
that  particular  year. 

x  Houses  supplied,  not  from  Comprehensive  Scheme ,  but  from  mains  of  our 
neighbouring  authority ,  Hartismere  R.D.C. 

As  the  total  number  of  dwellinghouses  in  the  District  is  2,081,  ( Occupied) 
by  the  end  of  1953  there  were  lip  (315) of  the  houses  in  the  District 
with  a  piped  water  supply  into  the  house  and  2y  (60)  with  piped  water 
available  to  them  from  standpipes. 


During  the  year  there  were  no  breakdowns  necessitating  interruption  of 
supply  of  water  from  the  Comprehensive  Scheme. 

The  amount  of  water  supplied  from  the  Comprehensive  Scheme  to  Thedwastre 
R.D.Co  during  1953  and  1952  is  indicated  below: - 


1933.  1932. 
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597,000 

gallons 

709,000 

gallons 

February 

461,000 

tt 

19,000 

tt 

March 

' 438,000 

tt 
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tt 
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300,000 

tt 

June 
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September 

565,000 
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tt 

October 

774s 000 

ft 

534,000 

tt 

November 

451,000 

it 

398,000 

tt 

December 

822,000 

It 
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it 

6,630,000 

4,127,000 

tt 

Average  per 

diem:  18,330 

tt 

11,310 

tt 

The  following  are  typical  results,  obtained  during  1953  of  bacteriological 
and  chemical  analyses  of  water  drawn  from  bores  which  supply  the  Comprehensive 
Scheme : - 


Site. 

Sac  1 0 

Chemical  (parts  per  100,000) 

pH 

Cl  0  Nitrate.  Nitrite.  Hardness 

2  2 

ixwortho 

Risby. 

Rushbrooke. 

Satis. 

Satis. 

Satis. 

7.5  5*35  0.0362  -  -  29«o 

7.1  2.2  0.0346  Od  -  25 » 6 

7.1  2.25  0.0363  0.1  -  26*8 

None  of  these  waters  show  evidence  of  plumbo  solvency. 


' 
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32  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  mains  in  the  District  during 
1953  and  all  27  of  those  taken  when  the  mains  had  been  put  into  use  after 
flushing  was  completed  were  satisfactory. 

Other  Supplies,  Houses  not  yet  supplied  by  the  Comprehensive  Scheme 
rely  for  their  water,  in  most  cases,  on  shallow  wells.  The  following 
results  show  that  these  wells  are  not  reliable  sources. 

Bacteriological  Reports  on  Well  Water  During  1953* 

Satisfactory,  Unsatisfactory. 

3  5 

2  4 

8  22 

1  3 
1 

3  7 

1 

2  1 

4  3 

24  7 

1  3 

Water  Carting.  During  the  year  water  was  carted  once  a  week  to  various 
houses  in  6  parishes  -  to  Elmswell  (Hawk  2nd  Lane),  Badwell  Ash  (Back  Lane), 
and  Langham  "(Near  Old  School)  because  the  existing  water  supplies  were 
polluted,  to  Rickinghall  (West  Street)and  to  Thurston  (Hutments)  where  there 
was  no  supply,  and  to  Norton  (Hall  Lane)  where  the  supply  was  both  polluted 
and  insufficient, 

(ii)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE,  That  there  has  been  no  public  sewerage 
installations  in  Thedwastre  in  the  past  was  inevitable  so  long  as  no  public 
piped  water  supply  existed.  As  has  already  been  stated  at  the  end  of  1953 
the  water  supply  was  at  or  within  reach  of  houses  in  11  of  our  20  parishes 
and  already  by  that  time  11/  of  the  total  houses  in  the  District  had  taken 
the  v/ater  supply  into  their  homes.  This  figure  will  rapidly  increase 
because  the  completion  of  the  Water  Scheme  in  eighteen  months’  time  is 
anticipated  with  even  more  confidence  than  it  has  been  for  the  past  few  years. 
The  Council  is  fully  alive  to  the  fact  that  sewage  schemes  are  necessary 
concomitants  of  piped  water  supplies  and  that  only  by  their  provision  can 
full  use  be  made  of  the  Water  Scheme,  The  Council  have  instructed  the 
Consulting  Engineers  to  prepare  in  detail  sev/age  schemes  for  the  parishes 
of  Woolpit,  Elmswell  and  Ratclesden  and  will  seek  to  have  these  approved 
by  the  Ministry, 

The  Council  own  a  Yorkshire  Karrier  750  gallon  cesspool  emptier, 
purchased  in  1952,  and  this  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Wyatt  has  been 
engaged  in  the  emptying  of  cesspools  throughout  our  District.  Cesspools 
were  emptied  regularly  throughout  the  year  as  follows 

Cesspools  .Emptied, 


Council 

house  s 

(23  sites) 

376 

Private 

within 

the  area 

239 

Private 

outside 

the  area 

12 

623. 

Badwell  Ash. 

Beyton. 

Elmswell. 

Felsham, 

Norton. 

Rattlesden. 

Rickinghall . 

Thurston. 

Walsham. 

Wattisfield. 

Woolpit 


This,  service  is  available  to  any  private  house  in  the  District  on  payment  of 
25/-  for  the  first  load  and  15/-  for  each  subsequent  load. 

During  the  year  this  cesspool  emptier  was  , on  occasion , able  to  assist 

the  services  of  the  Mildenhall,  Thingoe  and  Hartismere  Districts*  this 
work  is  not  included  in  the  figures  above. 

2,  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS.  There  is  no  river  in  the  Thedwastre  area, but  the  Council 
have  employed-  casual  labour  in  order  to  cleanse  the  water-course  in  the 
Street  at  Walsham-ie-Willows. 

3,  (i)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.  Most  working-class  houses  in  the  District 

have  pail  closets,  the  emptying  of  which  is  the  responsibility  of  the  tenant, 

• 
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(ii)  PUBLIC  CLEAN  SING.  A  four-weekly  kerb-side  collection  from  all  houses 
in  the  District  (~save  from  a  few  isolated  properties)  was  carried  on  during 
1953  employing  a  Bedford*  Cover*  Wchh  &  Liver sedge*  moveable  floor*  refuse 
vehicle *  This  is  the  work  of  a  driver  and  his  mate  under  the  direction  of 
Mr®  Wyatt  -  on  occasion  an  outside  contractor  assists  in  the  levelling  and 
covering  of  tips  which  were  situated  at  Llmswell*  Thurston  and  Wattisfield. 

The  Rodent  Operator*  Mr,  A.  C.  Denny*  makes  regular  visits  and  gives 
special  care  to  the  condition  of  these  tips®  1 

In  1953  there  were  509  loads  of  house  refuse  removed*  which  compares 
with  444  loads  removed  during  1952 • 

The  salvage  scheme  for  paper  and  iron  was  continued  during  the  year 
and  the  amount  of  paper  collected*  5  tons  2  cwts.*had  a  value  of  £16*1. 6® 
which  compares  unfavourably  with  the  £30.18.9*  received  for  the  12  tons® 

11  cwts®  1  qtr®  salvaged  during  1952.  The  weight  and  value  of  iron* 

2  tons®  1  cwt®*  value  £8®10.8.  was  also  less  than  1952  when  6  tons. 2  qtrs. 
collected  produced  £27® 2. 6.  Salvage,  therefore,  has  fallen  in  value 

from  £108.1.3*  to  £24*12.2.  Against  this  disappointing  drop  in  value  of 
salvaged  material  may  be  offset  the  success  of  the  Council’s  policy  with 
regard  to  the  provision  of  dustbins.  The  Council  in  October  1949  decided 
to  adopt  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act*  1936*  which  gives  local 
authorities  the  power  to  provide  satisfactory  dustbins  to  each  house  and  to 
make  a  special  annual  charge  which  may  be  recovered  as  part  of  the  general 
rate.  At  that  time  2*500  dustbins  were  purchased  by  the  Council  at  a 
cost  of  18/lId.  each  and  each  householder  was  required  to  provide  his  home 
with  a  satisfactory  dustbin.  Unless  he  purchased  a  satisfactory  dustbin 
elsewhere  he  was  invited  either  to  purchase*  delivered*  a  dustbin  from  the 
Council  at  £1.1.0  or  to  bo  charged  an  annual  charge  of  5/"  if  the  Council 
provided  the  dustbin.  In  all  but  a  few  cases  the  occupier  accepted  a 
charge  of  5/-  per  annum.  The  financial  success  of  this  scheme  can  be 
assessed  from  the  fact  that  by  the  end  of  September  1954  the  number  of 
dustbins  which  had  been  replaced  was  only  9* 

( iii )  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  a RE A.  The  following  table  records  the 
number  of  inspections  carried  out  by  Mr.  Wyatt  and  Mr.  Flack. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  ••  314  Total  No. of  Visits  ••  475 


Informal  housing  notices  served  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  19 
Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  following  notice  ••  ..  25 
Water  samples  taken  -  Public  32*  Private  109  ••  «•  141 
Waterworks  visits  made  (Mains)  ••  ••  ••  ..  ..  448 
New  Connections  made  to  mains  -  In  House  or  Standpipe  ••  137 
Factories  Inspection  ..  ®.  ••  ••  ••  ..  108 
Bakehouse  inspections  ..  ••  ••  ..  ..  ..  18 
Inspections  to  Butchers  premises  and  Bacon  Factory  ..  495 
Inspections  to  Schools  ••  ••  ••  ••  .*  ••  27 
Inspection  to  Shops  ••  ••  ••  ••  •«  ..  38 
Rodent  control  Visits  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  ..  ..  4 
Inspections  of  camping  sites,  caravans*  etc.  ••  ..  21 
Visits  to  tips*  etc.  for  other  than  rodent  control  ••  35 
Visits  to  Hutments  and  Requisitioned  Houses  ••  ••  308 
Factories  Acts®  1937  &  1948 • 


O11  the  following  page  is  recorded  the  prescribed  particulars  which  are 
required  by  Section  128  (3)  of  the  Factories  Act*  1937»  to  be  furnished 
by  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  their  annual  reports  with  respect  to 
matters  under  Part  I  and  Part  VIII  of  that  Act  which  are  administered  by 
the  District  Council. 
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Factory  Act,  193?q  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises. 

Number  on 
Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(I) Factories  in  which  Sectio 
1*2* 3? 4  &  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

( ii)Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority. 

(iii)Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

52  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises.) 

ns 

14 

24 

Nil 

Nil 

29 

34 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

43 

100 

Nil 

Nil 

x  ioO.  Electrical  Stations  (Sections  103  (l)  )?  Institutions. 
(Section  104)  and  sites  of  Building  Operations  and  Works  of 
Engineering  Construction  (Sections  107  and  103) « 


ho  defects  were  foundo 

OUTYOidu  Section  110  &  111.  No  notification  of  Outwork  was  received® 

The  statement  above*  that  there  are  43  factories  in  Thedwastre,  will 
surprise  those  who  are  not  familiar  with  the  definition  in  the  Factory  Act 
of  a  factory.  A  factory  is  a  place  where  persons  are  employed  in  manual 
labour  in  any  process  for  or  incidental  to  any  of  the  following: - 

The  making  of  an  article*  or  the  altering*  repairing*  ornamenting* 
finishing*  cleaning*  washing*  breaking  up  or  demolishing  of  any 
article  or  adapting  for  sale  of  any  article* 


This  definition  embraces  in  our  District  the  establishments  indicated 
below.  Where  any  of  these  establishments  does  not  employ  Power  the  Local 
Authority  enforces  Sections  1*  2*  3?  4?  6  &  7  which  deal  with  the  keeping  of 
the  factory  in  a  clean  state*  the  removal  of  accumulations  of  dirt  and  refuse 
from  floors*  benches’*  staircases  and  passages*  the  cleansing  of  floors* 
inside  walls*  partitions  and  ceilings*  the  forbidding  of  overcrowding*  the 
securing  and  maintenance  of  a  reasonable  temperature  in  each  workroom*  the 
securing  of  a  circulation  of  fresh  air  to  maintain  adequate  ventilation  and 
to  render  harmless  fumes*  dust  and  other  impurities*  the  effective  means  for 
draining  off  the  wet  from  floor  when  a  process  wets  the  floor  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  wet  is  capable  of  being  removed  by  drainage*  and  by  Section  7 
the  provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences  maintained  and 
kept  clean*  effectively  lighted  with  proper  separate  accommodation  for 
persons  of  each  sex.  Where  Power  is  employed  all  the  above  provisions*  with 
the  exception  of  those  under  Section  7  become  the  responsibility  of 
H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories. 


3  Agricultural  Engineering  Works. 
1  Bacon  Factory. 

4  Boot  Repairers. 

7  Builders  Yards. 

1  Egg  Depot 

4  Flour  Mills. 

2  Fruit  Packing  Stations. 

8  Garages 

1  Gate  Manufacturers. 


1  Grain  Cleaning. 

1  Meal  Mixing. 

1  Pottery. 

1  Printing  Works. 

2  Smithies. 

1  Tailor. 

1  Wheelwright. 

2  Wireless  Repairs* 


(iv)  SLOPS  AND  OFFICES.  33  inspections  relating  to  the  ventilation  and 
sanitary  accommodation  provisions  of  the  Shop  Act*  1934?  were  made®  From 
these  inspections  no  action  was  required  in  any  case.  The  advent  of  a  piped 
wate  '  supply*  to  be  followed  in  the  future  by  sewage  disposal  schemes*  will 
allow  considerable  improvements  to  be  effected  in  shops  and  offices 
throughout  our  District. 
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The  following  are  the  numbers  of  shops  in  our  District: 
16  Shops  not  associated  with  food:— 


Boot  Repairers 
Bicycle  "  •• 

Garages  . . 

Hairdressers  • . 

62  Shops  associated  with  food:- 

Butchers 

Grocers  . . 

Bakers  • « 

Milk  Shops 

Pried  Pish  cb  Chip  Shops 
Cafes 

32  Public  Houses. 


4 
3 

7 
2 

8 

41 

5 
2 

3 

3 


(v)  CAMPING  SITES .  17  caravans,  housing  in  all  approximately  40  persons? 
are  licensed  within  our  District.  They  are  spread  over  11  sites,  as  in  the 
main  they  are  single  caravans  housing  agricultural  workers  temporarily 
until  the  occupant  can  be  found  housing  accommodation  by  the  farmer  concerned, 
or  they  may  be  occupied  temporarily  by  persons  near  the  site  on  which  they 
qre  having  a  house  built  for  themselves. 

(vi)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT .  As  smoke  abatement  is  becoming  a  most  urgent  and 
serious  problem  for  many  industrial  authorities,  it  is  gratifying  to  record 
that  there  are  but  3  factories  with  factory  chimneys  in  Thedwastre.  These 
arc  at  the  Brickworks,  Woolpit,  (now  disused),  at  the  Bacon  Factory, 

Elm swell ,  and  at  the  Pottery  at  Wat ti afield.  There  has  never  been  any 
evidence  or  complaint  of  smoke  nuisance  arising  from  these  factories  in  my 
experience  which  dates  from  1938. 

(vii)  SWIMMING  BaTHS.  There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  District. 

The  swimming  baths  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds  and  Stowmarket  are  available  at 
reasonable  distance  to  many  of  our  inhabitants# 

(viii)  ERADICATION  OP  BED  BUGS.  No  case  of  bed  bug  infestation  was  either 
reported  or  discovered  during  1953?  or  in  any  year  covered  by  my  reports 
which  extend  from  1938. 


(ix)  RODENT  CONTROL.  The  services  of  Mr.  A.  C.  Denny,  the  Rodent  Operator, 
were  retained  during  1953*  Regular  and  systematic  survey  of  all  properties 
within  the  District  has  continued,  employing,  so  far  as  practicable,  block 
treatment#  All  354  infested  properties  have  received  treatment.  Regular 
attention  was  paid  to  refuse  tips  to  keep  them  free  from  infestation.  Free 
treatment  was  given  to  houses  but  a  charge  of  5/-  per  hour  made  for  business 
premises,  this  charge  including  the  provision  of  all  materials.  The  followir 


is  a  summary  of  the  work  done:- 

Number  of  Premises  Visited  ••  ..  2,895 
Number  of  Premises  Infested  ..  ••  354 
Number  of  Premises  Baited  ••  ..  534 
Number  of  Rats'  Bodies  picked  up  ••  1?635 
Estimated  number  of  Rats  destroyed  6,340 


4.  SCHOOLS.  The  advent  of  a  piped  water  supply  into  several  of  our  parishes 
has  been  welcomed  by  the  Education  Authority  who  now  make  use  of  the  public 
supply  into  schools  at  Elmswell,  Rickinghall,  Stowlangtoft ,  Walsham-le- 
Willows,  Wattisfield  and  Woolpit. 

5o  THE  RAG,  FLOCK  &  OTHER  FILLI1NG  MATERIALS  ACT#  1951.  There .  are  no 
premises  in  the  District  which  require  registration  or  licensing  under  the 
above  Act. 


6.  PUBLIC  HOUSES.  The  brewery  companies  are  taking  advantage  of  the  Compre¬ 
hensive  Water  Scheme  to  improve  and  remedy  their  premises  throughout 
Thedwastre  and  doubtless  they  will  welcome  the  further  extension  of  the 
water  scheme  and  the  provision  of  sewage  schemes  as  the  conditions  which 
exi.  g  in  the  32  public  houses  in  the  District  at  present  can  be  summarised 
as  v-  .lows: - 


4-UPU:  Supply. 

Mains  Water  Supply  9 
Bores  with  piped  supply  2 
Wells  21 


Drainage  Systems. 

7  Satisfactory  cesspool  drainage 
25  ‘.Unsatisfactory  drainage 

Closet  Accommodation. 

3  premises  with  W.C* s. 

29  "  Pail  Closets. 
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SECTION 

HOUSING-; 


D 


1. 


(1) 


(a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghou.se s  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  *iCts). 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 
Sub-head  (l)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 


(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  (for  the  first  time  in 
1953  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. 


(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation* 

2 c  Remedy  of  defects  during _  t h e_ 3re_ar_  without  service  of 
f o  rm al  notice. 


Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers. 


3 *  Action  und'jr  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year . 

TaT  Proceedings  under  Section  9s  10  and  16  of 
the  Housing  Act9  1936  * 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notice: - 


a)  By  Owners 

b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 


( )  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts • 

(l)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 


( 


Numb e 1  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices :- 


(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act 9  1936 . 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

(a)  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(b)  Undertakings  accepted  not  to  rol^t  for 
hum  an  h  ab  i  t  a  t  i  o  n 

(c)  Undertaking  cancelled  upon  completion  of  work 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  Demolition  Orders 


( d )  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Actg  1936 . 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made. 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  closed  in  pursuance  of 
Closing  Orders. 


314 

475 

Nil 


Nil 

1 

19 


25 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

3 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 
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4*  Housing  Act 0  1936  -  Part  IV  -  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (iT  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  3 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  3 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  13 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  Nil 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowded  relieved  during  the  year  2 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  16 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses  have  again  Nil 
become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  having  taken 
steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding. 


Classified  List  of  Pious ing  Defects  and  Nuisances 
Abated  during  the  Year0 


Nov/  drains  tested  and  passed 
Roofs  repaired 

Plaster  repaired  , . 

Dampness  remedied  . . 

Windows  repaired 

Fireplaces  repaired 

Floors  repaired 

Closets  repaired  or  renewed 

Pump  or  Wells  repaired 

Pantry  repaired  c . 

Stairs  !f  •  • 

Cutters  " 

Doors  " 


•  ©  •  •  ft  * 

•  •  o  '>  oft 

•  #  e  o  ft  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  c.  <*  •  • 

ft  ft  Oft  ft  * 

ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 


ft  ft 

ft  ft 

ft  ft 

ft  ft 

ft  ft 

ft  t> 

ft  ft 


ft  r 

o  • 

ft  • 

•  • 

•  o 

•  ft 

ft  ft 


•  •  ••  •  ft  ftft  •  o 


O  ft  •  ft  ftft  ftft  ftft 

•  ft  Oft  ftft  ftft  ftft 

•«  ••  ftft  ©♦ 


49 

8 

10 

12 

5 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 

6 


The  above  does  not  include  repairs  to  Council  houses?  hutments  or 
requisitioned  houses.  Council  house  repairs  are  effected  by  direct  labour 
under  the  Housing  Supervisor?  Mr.  Cushing. 

Houses  completed  in  Thedwastre  during  1953  were  15  by  private  enterprise 
and  24  by  the  Council  (6  Hessett?  4  Blmswell?  4  Walsham-le-Willows? 

4  Rickinghall?  2  Godding?  4  Woolpit.)  •  40  Council  houses  and  17  Private 

Enterprise  houses  v/ere  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This 
increased  the  number  of  Council  houses  in  the  District  to  587?  there  being 
33 1  Pre-war?  4  War-Time  Emergency  Programme  and  252  Post-War. 


Parish. 

House  s 

Total 

in 

Parish 

COUNCIL  HOUSES 

Total 

,  Pre-War! 

War- 

Time 

POST  W  A  R, 

/  of 
COUNCIL 

HOUSES. 

v£> 

-d 

04 

rH 

r- 

-d 

04 

rH  

cO 

-d 

04 

rH 

04 

_H- 

04 
.  ,d_ 

0 

la 

04 

.  H  . 

1 — 1 

LA 

04 

rcl 

(\J 

LA 

04 

.jd 

K4 

LA 

04 

.H  .. 

Ashfield. 

106 

26 

16 

2 

8 

26a 

Badwell  Ash. 

tot 

23 

19 

'  V 

20^ 

Bey ton. 

132  . 

40 

20 

2 

8 

6 

4 

.  .-;cg 

Dr  inks  tone  ■> 

.  133  . 

24 

10 

2 

Tf 

O 

4 

182. . 

Elmswoll. 

.  317 

79 

55 

4 

9 

7 

4 

252 

Pel sham. 

103 

22 

10 

3 

4 

21/f 

Godding. 

49 

18 

10 

ir 

2 

.  37A .. 

Hossett . 

96 

30 

12 

2 

10 

6 

31X 

pinderolay* 

63 

15 

7 

4j 

4 

.  22/4 

Huns ton* 

.  30  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

•Langham. 

37 

— 

— 

— 

—  ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Nil 

Norton. 

.  215 

55 

33 

1 

12 

10 

26/ 

■Rattlesden, 

252 

34 

18 

4 

6 

6 

132' 

Ei ckinghall. 

99 

13 

2 

8 

4 

4 

182 

Stowlangtof t. 

 51 . 

6 

6 

12/ 

Thurston. 

236 

39 

17 

12 

6 

4 

1  LA _ 

iTostock. 

95 

20 

.   14 

2 

2 

2 

212 

Wal sham  * 

277  . 

56 

*7  n 

3e 

6 

8 

4 

_ 202, 

wattisf ield. 

12k 

28 

18 

10 

.  ,J..  .j 

1.  .-23a— 

Woolpit. 

265.  

54 

26 

hur 

~2~ 

m 

4 

2<L: 

; 

2?  801 

- - y 

537 

331 

4  J 

13 

37 

47 

26 

13!  22 

24 

21/ 

14  - 
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SECTION 


E. 


INSPECTION  i'Jfcp  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY.  Thu  Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  reallocated  the 
duties  with  regard  to  production  and  supervision  of  milk  supplies  - 
the  duties  of  our  Authority  are  curtailed  to  the  surveillance  of 
milk  in  distribution  from  dairies  other  than  producer  retail  dairies. 

(b)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  POODS.  The  St.  Edmund sbury  Co-operative  Bacon  Factory 
at  Slmswell  is  the  only  slaughterhouse  regularly  in  use  within  the 
District.  During  the  year  495  visits  were  made  and  the  111,759  pigs 
slaughtered  were  all  inspected.  The  meat  condemned  and  cause  of 
condemnation  is  indicated  as  follows 2- 

(Pigs  111,333?  Sows  341 p  Boars  85  =  111,759) 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  ,JND  CONDEMNED. 


c 

d, 

e 


©  « 

o  <* 


©  © 

c  • 


o  © 

©  © 


Number  of  pigs  killed 
Number  of  pigs  inspected 

A1 1  di senses  ex c ept  Tuberculosis . 

Whole  carcase  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  affected  with  disease  oth^r  thah 
Tuberculosis 


©  ♦ 


111,759 

111,759 


174 

3p425 


•  o 


3 


or 


Tuberculosis  Only . 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  affected  with  Tuberculosis 

Condemnation  of  Parts . 

Number • 


109 
4s  259 


3.9% 


Weight . 


Heads 

•  • 

•  ©  ©  0 

4,259  55,367  Its. 

Plucks 

•  • 

•  ©  ©  © 

2,797  20,309 

Kidneys  • . 

©  © 

«  •  ©  © 

3,425  356  " 

I  n  i  0  s  "t  j- 11 0  s  ©•  ©  ©  ©  © 

Causes  of  Condemnation© 

1,854 

Septicaemia 

8 

Pneumonic 

5  Pleurisy  oc  Dropsy 

2 

Moribund 

56 

Pyaemia 

15  Swine  Erysipelas 

5 

Fever 

31 

Pleurotic 

1  Urticaria 

1 

Dropsy 

11 

Peritonitis 

12  Hydraemia 

3 

Jaundiced 

20 

&  Pleurisy 

Dead  on  Arrival 

2 

Arthritis  & 
Emaciation 

1 

Abscessed 

2 

OTHER  FOODS TUF! 

nS  VOLUNTARILY  SURRENDER 

bSD  AS  BEING  UNSOUND  OR  UNI 

'IT 

HUMAN  CONSUMPTION . 

Evaporated  Milk  14 
Golden  Plums  18 
Beans  1 
Salmon  1 
Corned  Beef  5 
Peaches  3 
Pears  3 


tins. 

tt 


!? 

U 

!f 

»» 


Apricots  4  tins, 

Strawberries  2  u 

Peas  2  i? 

Topside  &  thick  flank  24. lbs 
Rump  Steak 

Fish  15 


oi 


H 

!l 


ICE-CREAM.  All  the  dealers  in  the  District  receive  their  ice-cream 
as  wrapped  bricks  or  in  covered  cartons  from  large  manufacturers  - 
there  are  no  manufacturers  in  our  District. 

FOOD  A  DRUGS  ACT.  1958. Section  1 5_  -_ Bye-Laws .  ) 

ADULTERATION. 


Tpm 


No  change 


CHEMICAL „ BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION . 


(f)  NUTRITION.  Yet  again  at  Christmas,  as  in  all  previous  years  since 
1948,  Mr.  Val  S.  King  of  Yearling,  West  Australia,  remembered  the 
elderly  inhabitants  of  FeLsham,  Gedding  and  Drinks  tone. 


a  _ 
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SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  &  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  aND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Infectious  Disoasos  among 
the  civilian  population  during  the  year.  Those  are  the  final  numbers  after 
corrections  subsequently  made  either  by  the  Notifying  Medical  Practitioner 
or  by  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Infectious  Disease  Hospital. 

ALL  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING-  1953 . 


Measles 

! 

bO 

£ 

•H 

ft 

o 

o 

Gough c  j 

Infective 

! 

• 

CQ 

•H 

-P 

•H 

-P 

Cj 

ft 

0 

Grand 

Total : 

M 

.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

25 

15 

12 

Total 

.s: 

7.  3  

1 

2 

5 

2 

t- 

4 

O 

o 

to 

under  1  year 

1 

mmm 

— 

mmm 

1 

if 

i? 

3  years 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

 3 

il 

5 

it 

2  1 

T” 

— 

— 

— 

.  5 

if 

if 

10 

tt 

k .  5_ 

— 

1 

1 

— 

10 

it 

if 

15 

u 

— 

— 

1 

1 

15 

i! 

it 

25 

if 

i 

— 

— 

1 

- 

........  25 

t! 

if 

45 

if 

—  — 

— 

— 

2 

1 

. . 45 

il 

it 

65 

it 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65 

o 

CC 

over. 
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- 

— 

-- 
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TUBEROUL  OSIS . 
New  Cases  and  Mortality • 


NEW  GASES • 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 


1251-  3222.  1221. 

i  -  Li 

12  1 


125°. 

n 

5 


Ages  of  Gases  notified  in  1953:- 


Male  52  years.  Pulmonary. 

Female  25  years*  Non-Pulmonary. 


MORTALITY. 

There  were  no  Tuberculosis  deaths  during  1953* 

TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER. 


Pulmonary. 

Male.  Female. 

Non-Pulmonary, 

Male.  Female. 

Total. 

Male.  Female 

;.  oCases  at  commencement  1953. 

10 

13 

6 

9  

16 

22 

ANotified  first  in  1953. 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

^•Restored  to  Register. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

A a Added  by:  Transfers 

Death  Returns 

— 

1 

— 

•— 

** 

1 

5. Cases  Removed  from  Register. 

2 

5 

2 

- 

4 

5 

L Remaining  at  ehd  of  1953. 

9 

 . 

4 

10 

JLL_ 

iJL. 

Cases  remaining 

on  Register 

at  end 

of  Year. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Total. 

Year. 

Total . 

Male . 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male 

,  Female 

1953. 

32 

9 

9 

4 

10 

13 

19 

1952. 

36 

10 

13 

6 

9 

l6 

22 

1951. 

47 

14 

19 

6 

0 

20 

27 

1950. 

47 

13 

20 

7 

7 

20 

27 

-  16 


. 


— 
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PROPOSED  COMPREHENSIVE  WATER  SCHEME 
SHOWING  PROGRESS  TO  3U, DECEMBER  1953 


*. 


■ 


' 


